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necessary qualifications, and he thinks that his
"Old Sergeant Cornelius" might do for one of the
workmen. It seems that this person had heen
heard of in those parts, and he adds that he
would give him the preference as knowing his
temper and industry.

Not long, however, is he permitted to remain a
private citizen reposing at Mount Vernon amidst
all its endearments. The next succeeding year
finds him again summoned by his country to her
service. At the eager solicitation of the govern-
ment, the elder Adams then being President, and
Mr. Adams' own desire being seconded by the
nation's voice, he was prevailed upon to accept
the supreme command of the Army during the
difficulties and even quasi-war that had risen up
with our old ally, France. He accepted on con-
dition of receiving no pay or emolument until
actually called into the field. Nevertheless this
conditional acceptance threw upon him burden-
some duties. It exposed him to "many official
calls, to a heavy correspondence, and to a flow of    In reference to all the
